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FROM THE DIRECTOR

Enroll now and take advantage of last year’s 
plan pricing through December 31, 2015*

Welcome to the fall 2015 edition of the College Illinois! newsletter! In this edition, we’ll share some tips on managing your account, 

some helpful links to help navigate the college-going process, and some updates on the College Illinois! program and statewide news. 

And of course, we are proud to profile one of the many families who have sent their children to college using College Illinois! benefits. 

The 2015-16 College Illinois! enrollment period opened November 2nd, and we are pleased to offer last year’s pricing through 

December 31st. So if you are thinking of purchasing an additional plan, or have friends or family who might be interested, now is  

the time to buy before prices increase on most plans beginning January 1st!  And speaking of friends and family, enter to win $1,529 

by referring a friend who purchases a plan during the 2015-16 enrollment period. Find out more below!

As always, we value your feedback, so please feel free to contact us with any questions or comments. Enjoy the upcoming holidays, 

and thank you for preparing for your student’s future with College Illinois!.

Best regards,

Sandra Houston 

Director, College Illinois!

Refer a friend who purchases a College Illinois! plan and be 

entered to win $1,529. If you know a friend or family member 

who could benefit from the College Illinois! Prepaid Tuition 

Program, tell us and we’ll send them some information to 

help them get started with planning for the cost of college. 

For every person you refer who purchases a College Illinois! 

plan, you’ll be entered to win a $1,529 gift card as a thank you 

for helping another Illinois family make college even more 

possible. Click here to fill out your form and refer someone. 

The more of your friends and family that purchase a contract, 

the more entries you’ll receive—and the greater your chances 

of winning! 

Visit www.collegeillinois.org/referralrules for contest details.

*Pricing for most plans will increase beginning January 1, 2016.

REFER A FRIEND  
AND BE  

ENTERED  
TO WIN!

http://info.collegeillinois.org/ReferaFriend.html
http://www.collegeillinois.org/referralrules/


COLLEGE ILLINOIS! NEWS AND UPDATES
College Illinois! Program Update

College Illinois! continues to offer unique, tax-advantaged benefits to help students throughout Illinois achieve their educational 

goals. During the 2014-15 enrollment period, the Program saw an over 45% increase in contract sales over the previous enrollment 

period, and families can continue to take advantage of 2014-15 enrollment period pricing until December 31, 2015. 

Detailed information on Program financials is available in the 529 Financials section of the College Illinois! website, including the 

latest actuarial report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2015. The latest actuarial report indicates that the stability of the Program’s 

Prepaid Tuition Trust Fund has continued to improve, with gradual and consistent improvements of over $244 million in its funded 

status since FY 2011. While it is typical for any long-term diversified investment portfolio to expect declines in about three out of 

every ten years, we believe that continued growth in contract sales and moderation in tuition increases can advance the Program  

on a long-term path towards fully funded status.

To date, more than 30,000 students have attended college using over $725 million in College Illinois! benefits. See how College 

Illinois! has helped families across the state achieve their college dreams, and share your story, by visiting the Testimonials page  

of the College Illinois! website.  

College Illinois! is Not Impacted by State Budget Impasse

It’s difficult to pick up a state newspaper or listen to local news without mention of the current Illinois budget impasse. Illinois  

State Fiscal Year 2016 commenced on July 1, 2015 without passage of a final state FY 2016 budget, and to date a resolution has  

not been reached.  

In light of the current budget delay, it’s reassuring for families who invested in a College Illinois! Plan to know that College Illinois! 

funds are not impacted by the current budget impasse. The Program continues to pay tuition and mandatory fees to colleges and 

universities on behalf of the more than 10,000 College Illinois! beneficiaries who are attending college this fall.  College Illinois! funds 

are not appropriated by the General Assembly, and are held in a separate fund at the Northern Trust Company. By law, College 

Illinois! funds can only be used for paying benefits on behalf of contract holders and for the costs of running the Program. 

Where do College Illinois! beneficiaries use their benefits?

30,000+
Students who have 
attended school using 
College Illinois! benefits

72,281 Contracts sold since inception 
of the plan

Almost 50%

33%

16%

About 2%

Illinois Public 4 year colleges

Out-of-state schools

Illinois private schools

Community colleges

http://www.collegeillinois.org/testimonials/share-your-story.html


COLLEGE ILLINOIS! TIPS
Access more detailed information on using your benefits

We’ve redesigned the section of our website that specifically serves current contract holders, so you can find more detailed 

information about how benefits are applied, easily download forms and our Using Benefits Handbook, and see updated  

current payout rates for private and out-of-state schools, all with the click of a button. And of course, you can still login to  

your account to review and track payments made to schools, make changes and more. Don’t have an account set up online  

yet? It’s simple—all you will need is your account number and social security number to register as a new user. Questions about 

your account? Find answers online under Account FAQs on the Account Login page of the College Illinois! website, email us  

at isac.529help@isac.illinois.gov, or speak to a customer service representative at 1-877-877-3724 any time between 8 am and  

5 pm central time Monday through Friday.

ENROLLMENT OPEN 
NOVEMBER 2, 

2015- 
MAY 31, 2016

NEWBORN*  
ENROLLMENT UNTIL  

AUGUST 31,  
2016

*Children born on or between September 1, 2015 and August 31, 2016.

http://www.collegeillinois.org/MyAccount/


CI! STORIES:
What did College Illinois! mean for Kate, a contract holder from Champaign, Illinois, and her 
son? Pre-med without any debt! Read their story below.

We purchased a College Illinois! Prepaid Tuition Plan for our son that included two years of community college and two years of state 

college. We live in Champaign, and Parkland is an excellent community college here in town. My son was able to attend two years at 

Parkland before transferring to the University of Illinois.

We are so proud to say that after much hard work and determination, he graduated with a degree in molecular and cellular biology. 

He is now in graduate school in biogenetics and on track to pre-med.

Because of College Illinois!, our son was able to graduate from college debt free and was even able to start saving money during his 

undergrad years. In an era where the average student loan debt is almost $30,000 per student, it’s really been heart-warming to give 

our son an opportunity to graduate without debt.

College Illinois! was by far the best strategy we found when we started thinking about planning for college, and we feel confident  

we made the right decision. As parents, knowing that our plan rates were locked in eliminated a lot of worry and took a big weight 

off of our shoulders.   

There’s no question this is a great gift. We feel we were able to give our child a real chance to succeed in the world. Trust this 

program. Trust College Illinois!

—Kate, Champaign, IL

WE’D LOVE TO HEAR YOUR STORY!  
TELL US HOW COLLEGE ILLINOIS! HAS  

HELPED YOU PLAN FOR COLLEGE,  
AND WHAT IT HAS MEANT FOR YOUR  
FAMILY. YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE 

MIGHT JUST INSPIRE OTHERS! CLICK HERE 
TO SHARE YOUR STORY NOW!

http://www.collegeillinois.org/testimonials/share-your-story.html


DATE EVENT LOCATION

1/13/2016 College Savings Night LaSalle Language Academy, 1734 N Orleans St, Chicago, IL 60614

1/14/2016 Information Session 95th Street Library, 3015 Cedar Glade Road, Naperville, IL

1/16/2016 Peoria’s Kids Fest Peoria Civic Center, 201 SW Jefferson Ave, Peoria, IL 61602

1/20/2016 College Savings Night Logandale Elementary School 3213 W. George Street, Chicago IL

1/21/2016 Information Session Glenwood-Lynwood Library 19901 Stony Island Avenue Lynwood, IL

1/27/2016 Information Session Bellwood Library, 600 Bohland Avenue Bellwood, IL

1/28/2016 Information Session Elk Grove Public Library 1001 Wellington Avenue Elk Grove Village, IL

2/1/2016 College Savings Night Algonquin Middle School 767 E. Algonquin Road Des Plaines, IL

2/3/2016 College Savings Night Iroquis Community School, 1836 Touhy Avenue Des Plaines, IL

2/18/2016 Information Session Nichols Library, 200 W Jefferson Ave, Naperville, IL, United States

2/27-2/28/2016 Kid’s Expo Tinley Park Convention Center, Tinley Park, IL, United States

3/8/2016 Information Session Mokena Community Library 11327 195th Street Mokena, IL

3/15/2016 Information Session Evergreen Library 9400 S. Troy Evergreen Park, IL

4/11/2016 Information Session Poplar Creek Public Library, 1405 South Park Avenue, Streamwood, IL

4/25/2016 College Savings Night Grayslake Public Library 100 Library Lane Grayslake, IL

4/27/2016 Information Session Algonquin Public Library 2600 Harnish Drive Algonquin, IL

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
Click here to see some of our upcoming events.

http://www.collegeillinois.org/AboutCollegeIllinois/future-events.html
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CONTACT US
For general questions, more information about the Program, or 

details on starting a new prepaid tuition plan, please contact us at: 

ISAC.529info@isac.illinois.gov.

For questions about an existing 529 prepaid tuition account, 

please contact us at: ISAC.529help@isac.illinois.gov.  

Check out College Illinois! on Facebook, Twitter and Google+  

to get up-to-the-minute news on College Illinois!

http://www.collegeillinois.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CollegeIllinois/
https://twitter.com/collegeillinois
https://plus.google.com/112005085801626319938/posts



